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NEW CARS

&

HORIZON TC3

DODGE OMNI 024

Chrysler leaps back into the sports-coupe scrimmage
with two variations on a successful theme.

BY DON SHERMAN
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¢ In the beginning, God created the
Hemi—or so goes the Mopar version of the
muscle-car legend. A vast fleet of ground-
pounding, pavement-ripping performance
cars prospered around this centerpiece of
power, and all the world was pleased. Like
most great things, it was too good to last,
and when the inevitable cataclysm came—
insurance, emissions standards, low-octane
fuel, etc., etc.—all of Chrysler’s wildlife
were swept away. Barracudas, Super Bees,
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Demons, Dusters, and Chargers vanished
from the face of the earth. Conservative se-
dans and station wagons took their place,
and performance was all but forgotten at
Chrysler Corporation.

But not forever. Fresh technology has
made it possible for Chrysler once again to
build some zip into a couple of cars. The
two new sport coupes on these pages are
harbingers of things to come from Chrys-
ler. And even though you won’t be able to

buy them until December, we’ve been
granted a special preview test to let you
know exactly what to expect.

For starters, you can anticipate styling
that will launch Chrysler out of the “for-
mal-look’ rut. Next to an Aspen or a
Volaré, these new coupes look as sleek as
an SST. As adventuresome as this may
seem, Chrysler hasn’t risked the future of
its new sportsters on unproven nameplates,
Instead, they’ll be sheltered under the al-

Continued
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HORIZON/OMNI Continucd

| The 024/TC3 takes the strait-laced Om}zi/Horizon
about as far as Chrysler has
dared tread in the sports-car direction.

ready well-established Omni and Horizon
family umbrella. Distinction will come
from code letters emblazoned across their
sides: 024 for the three-door Dodge Omni,
and TC3 for the Plymouth Horizon. (Sor-
ry. The designations don’t mean anything.
No Twin-Cam engines or Turbo Chargers
or 2.4-liter engines. At least for now.)
This christening should pretty well tell
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you where these identical twins come
from. Both are derived from an Omni/
Horizon floorpan shortened 2.5 inches, but
with all suspension and driveline compo-
nents intact. Above this base, everything’s
new. The three-door body, the rakish roof-
line, and the long nose cone very effective-
ly shrug off any utilitarian stigma.

There is wisdom in this cloning method

of car creation. Ford proved it can work
quite effectively by building the new Mus-
tang out of modified Fairmont compo-
nents. At Chrysler, the Omni/Horizon is
the best car the company builds, so this
basic design will be stretched, creased, and
folded into a multitude of future Dodge
and Plymouth variants, both larger and
smaller than the Omni/Horizon, all of
which will benefit from the inherent ad-
vantages of a transverse front-wheel-drive
powertrain. This is a great way to cut
down on engineering complexity while
spreading the goodness of one design
throughout a broad spectrum of cars. The
parent Omni/Horizon is now a runaway
success, so the next step is the second-gen-
eration 024 and TC3. These offspring will
soon be launched into the sports-coupe
world to do battle against strong competi-
tion: the Toyota Celica, the Datsun 200-
SX, four Monza variants from GM, and
the dynamic Mustang/Capri duo from
Ford. If the 024 and TC3 hybrids thrive,
ground will be broken for all the Omni/
Horizon varieties of the future.

After testing a very early prototype
Dodge Omni 024, we have only one reser-
vation about this scheme: building sales
momentum will be tough because there’s
precious little acceleration to work with.
The 024 and the TC3 have but 75 Volks-
wagen-made horsepower to pull around
their base weights of 2176 pounds. In our
air-conditioned test car this translated into
a zero-to-sixty time of 12.7 seconds and a
quarter mile ET of 19.4 seconds. For the
time being, a 1710cc four-cylinder engine
is the only choice, so Chrysler’s new gener-
ation of performance cars won’t have
much luck winning back old fans with ac-
celeration. Almost every Omni/Horizon
competitor has a base or optional engine
that will leave the 024/TC3 in the lurch
every time the passing lane is clear.

Ten years ago, any car that looked this
racy but didn’t have beta-particle accelera-
tion to match could expect a marketplace
half-life shorter than that of U-239. Fortu-
nately, today’s definition of performance
means prowess in every phase of driving—
acceleration, braking, and cornering—and
the 024/TC3 is very definitely in the mod-
ern idiom. Even though it won’t inflict
whiplash, it can leave you breathless with
its handling and braking. Base 024 and
TC3 equipment is very close to the stan-
dard Omni/Horizon suspension, but for a
few extra bucks you can have a sport pack-
age that contains a fatter front anti-sway
bar, a new rear anti-sway bar, and 70-series
radial tires. Springs and shock absorbers
are also retuned to give the sport-option
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car much sharper reflexes than the stan-
dard Omni/Horizon’s. The overall steering
ratio is the same for all cars, but the fact
that 2.5 inches has been trimmed from the
wheelbase makes the response to the wheel
slightly quicker in the three-door. It’s not
quite ballerina-agile—probably because of
the hefty curb weight and the lengthy over-
hang at both ends of the car—but neither
does it balk when you ask for a quick move
now and then.

This car’s specialty happens to be en-
trance-ramp sweepers. You can dive into a
constant-radius turn hell-bent-for-election,
and all four Goodyear GT radials will grab
the road with the surety of a politician’s
handshake. There is some understeer at the

“limit, but a quick liftoff from the gas pedal
is enough to twitch the back end around
for quick midcourse corrections. At Chrys-
ler’s 218-foot skidpad, we timed the Omni
024 at a maximum 0.77-g lateral accelera-
tion, which ranks this phase of its perform-
ance profile halfway between a Camaro
728 and a Firebird Trans Am.

Normally, this is where we’d tell you to
underline the sport package twice on your
024/TC3 order blank and to avoid power
steering at all costs. We did in fact request
no power steering on our test car, but
Chrysler engineers insisted on demonstrat-
ing their latest success in this area. What
they’ve accomplished is one power-steering
024 prototype with REAL ROAD FEEL.
It’s a revelation, clearly the most signifi-

* cant Chrysler engineering breakthrough
since the alternator, and all it took was a
high-effort control valve in the steering
gear. Now you get the quicker steering
that power assist usually brings, and with
no significant loss of sensitivity at the
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letters: 024 for Dodge,
and TC3 for Plymouth.

steering wheel. It’s enough to make us take
back about half the bad things we’ve said
about Omni/Horizon power steering. Con-
sumer Reports might even like it.

While we’re on the subject of the fearless
Brand X magazine, you might like to know
our experiences in the patented toss-the-
wheel-and-see-where-she-stops test. Yes,
folks, Omnis and Horizons will wobble dis-
concertingly if you attempt the CR trick,
which we consider an eleven on the Evel
Knievel one-through-ten scale of foolish
feats. By the very nature of steered front
wheels, rubber tires, and multi-degree-of-
freedom suspension systems, all cars re-
spond in a cyclic fashion to a step input
such as this. In the Omni and Horizon, for
a variety of reasons, this oscillation damps
out somewhat more slowly than in other
cars, but you have to disregard the real
world of driving to consider it a safety de-
fect. We don’t.

The 024 and the TC3 damp out much
more quickly in this type of maneuver than
their Omni/Horizon parents, because their
center of gravity is lower and they ride on
tauter suspensions. Also, Chrysler has re-
duced the rotational inertia, or flywheel ef-
fect, of the steering wheels on all its front-
wheel-drive cars. Lots of mass in the steer-
ing wheel can contribute overshoot to yaw
oscillations when normal damping isn’t
present. The ultimate solution, however, is

to keep normal damping—your hands on
the wheel—all the time.

With or without criticism from CR,
Chrysler has made the optioned-up 024/
TC3 a great-handling car. No small part of

_ this comes from the Goodyear GT Aramid

cord radials, which most Detroit suspen-
sion engineers consider the best-handling
tires made in America. We're inclined to
agree, given the stickiness we measured on
this particular car. It happens to be one of
the few cars we’ve ever tested with more
tire than brake. Locking a wheel was all
but impossible because every last ounce of
pedal force translated into pure stoppabili-
ty. The prototype we drove had non-power
brakes, terrific tire traction, and nearly
perfect front-to-rear balance. Seventy-to-
zero amounted to 189 feet, making this one
of the shortest-stopping cars on sale in
America.

This great braking performance is a spe-
cific result of intensive development, and
the 024/TC3 has soaked up its share of
new technology in other areas as well.
Wind-tunnel refinement of its body shape
has resulted in an aerodynamic-drag coeffi-
cient of 0.46 (with the sport option’s rear
spoiler), which happens to equal that of the
new Mustang notchback. These two new
bolides now stand as the slipperiest mis-
siles made in America.

The 024 and the TC3 are also Chrysler’s
first experience with a urethane bumper
system. The design has been around for
years, but Chrysler has added a new twist.
The flexible body-color bumper skins are
the usual fare, but underneath, the 024 and
the TC3 are packing ultra-high-strength
aluminum beams. These hidden bumpers

are made of a heat-treated alloy with a
Continued
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HORIZON/OM N1 Continued

The wind tunnel says the 024/TC3’s drag coefficient is 0.46, or
lower than a Stingray’s. And wind tunnels never lie.

yield strength of 50,000 pounds per square
inch, compared with 30,000 psi for mild
steel. This gives the aluminum alloy a five-
to-one advantage over mild steel on a
strength-per-weight basis.

Even with featherweight bumpers and a
shorter wheelbase, the Omni 024 test car
weighed 2345 pounds, or 135 pounds more
than the heaviest Horizon we’ve tested.
Air conditioning accounts for 72 pounds of
this increase, but Chrysler says the 024 and
the TC3 bear an additional 52-pound cross
in the form of a larger hatchback, an in-
creased glass area, and a longer length.

Inside, the 024/TC3 must also live with
a few compromises that weren’t perfectly
resolved in the transition from the five-
door to the three-door. The seat bottoms
are closer to the floor in the coupe to com-
pensate for a two-inch-lower roofline. This
would pose little problem if the steering
wheel had also been lowered, but it unfor-

Omni/Horizon location. Adjustable seat-
backs (optional) partially alleviate the long
reach this requires. But don’t expect any
more than the usual amount of lateral re-
straint from this seat, which is to say none.
Also, the gas and brake pedals are so ar-
ranged that you could break an ankle try-
ing to heel-and-toe.

On the plus side, visibility is excellent in
every direction, since Chrysler designers
have paneled this superstructure with no
fewer than eight windows. You can go one
step further and add a ninth pane by speci-
fying the optional sunroof, which Chrysler
calls a “Tri-Lite” portal because it works
three ways: as a weather-tight tinted win-

“ dow, as an open hole in the roof, or as a

window that can be cracked at its trailing
edge with an infinitely adjustable knob.
While the 024/TC3 is clearly a 242
rather than a full four-seater, its back-seat
environment is a good deal more surviva-

tunately has stayed high, in the original * ble than that of the Camaro/Firebird or
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any of the Monza variants. Interior design-
ers have also done good things to the in-
strument panel. It hasn’t been changed
much from the Omni/Horizon’s, but the
central cluster has been filled with three
equal-sized gauges that are easily visible
through the steering wheel: an 85-mph
speedometer, a 7000-rpm tachometer, and
a third housing for fuel level, water tem-
perature, and battery voltage.

No car company can make up for four
years’ absence from the sport-coupe skir-
mish overnight, however. That’s why this
new three-door 024/TC3’s not a bull’s-eye.
But Chrysler’s shot is unquestionably on
the target, and the corrections that will
bring it closer to dead-center are well un-
der way. Turbocharger experiments began
before there were running 024/TC3 proto-

types, and a larger-displacement, Ameri- .

can-made engine is due by the 1981 model
year. Watch this spot and you’ll see Mopar
muscle flexing back into shape. e
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LINDA BERNSTEIN

DODGE OMNI 024

Manufacturer: Dodge Division
Chrysler Corporation
Detroit, Michigan 48280

Vehicle type: front-engine, front-wheei-drive, 4-passenger
hatchback

Price as testad: NA

Options on test car: base Omni 024, sport option package,
air conditioning, power steering, AM/FM radio, Tri-Lite roof.

ENGINE
Type: 4-in-line, water-cooled, cast-iron block and aluminum
head, 5 main bearings

Borexstroke ............... 3.13x3.40in, 79.5 x 86.4mm
Displacement......... ... ... ... ... 104.7 cuin, 1710cc
Compressionratio .........coooiiiiii 8.2toone
Carburetion .............. ... . e 1x2-bbl Holley
Valvegear...................... .. belt-driven overhead cam

Power (SAE net, 1978 rating) .......... 75 bhp @ 5600 rpm
Torgue (SAE net, 1978 rating) ........ 90 lbs-ft @ 3200 rpm
Specific power output ......... 0.72 bhp/cuin, 43.8 bhp/liter

Max. recommended enginespeed ................ 6000 rpm
DRIVETRAIN

Transmission 4-speed, all-synchro
Finaldriveratio ............... ... oo i 3.48toone
Gear Ratio Mph/1000 rpm Max. test speed
| 3.45 5.4 33 mph (6000 rpm)
I 1.94 9.7 58 mph (6000 rpm)
1] 1.29 146 87 mph (6000 rpm)
v 0.97 19.4 96 mph (4950 rpm)

DIMENSIONS AND CAPACITIES

Height
Ground clearance
Curbweight.....................
Weight distribution, F/R. ..
Alternator capacity

Fuelcapacity ................

Oitcapacity .................

Water Capacity . ... 6.0qts
SUSPENSION

F: ind, MacPherson strut, coil springs, anti-sway bar

Rl ind, trailing arms integral with transverse
member, coil springs, anti-sway bar

STEERING

TYPE o rack-and-pinion, power-assisted

Turns lock-to-lock. ..o 3.2

Turning circle curb-to-curb .. ... L 33.4 1t

BRAKES

Fo 9.1-in dia solid disc

R 7.9 x 1.2-in cast-iron drum

WHEELS AND TIRES

Wheelsize ..........o i 5.0x 13-in
Wheeltype.................... cast aluminum alloy, 4-boit
Tire make and size .. .Goodyear GT Radial, P185/70R-13
Tiretype. ..ot tabric cord, radial ply, tubeless
Testinflation pressures, F/R ..................... 29/29 psi
Tireloadrating ..o 1080 Ibs per tire @ 35 psi

PERFORMANCE

Zero to Seconds
B0MPh (o e 4.0
BOMPR e 6.3
SO MPh e e 9.2
BOMPh . e e 12.7
7Omph . o i7.9
BOMPh .. e 25.4
GOMPh .o e 43.8

Standing Va-mile ... 19.4 sec @ 72.7 mph

Topspeed(observed) ..ottt 96 mph

70-0mph ..o 189 ft(0.87 g)

Fuel economy, /D mileage cycle ....29.0 mpg; urban driving

29.5 mpg, highway driving

OCTOBER 1978
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ROAD TEST

-~ Plymouth TC3 Turismo

Sporty is not necessarily in the eye

of the beholder.

* Keep a close watch when you unleash
your eyeballs on the TC3’s sheetmetal.
They'll jump up and down and holler,
“Sporty car, sporty car!’’ Eveballs don’t
know the first thing about where to
draw the line on what’s sporty and
what’s not. They’re perfect suckers for
clever styling, and Chrysler knows that.

The TC3 Turismo has all the visual
goodies that make up the collective
password that gets it into the sporty-car
compound. A mini air dam, a laid-back
windshield with curved-to-the-side
glass, a tallish tail spoiler strung across
the back, angles and slots and panes of
glass galore, soft bumper appendages,
matte black trim, styled sport wheels,
flared-out rear-view mirrors, the whole
works—all designed to cue up your
vouthful juices.

‘The air dam 1s said by the minions of
Lee Tacocca to reduce aerodynamic

PHOTOGRAPHY BY AARON KILEY

drag by 5.7 percent, while the smooth
windshield-to-pillar integration is
claimed to drop buffeting resistance by
its own 6.2 percent and the rear lip is
supposed to cut drag by a full 9.0 per-
cent. These improvements are signifi-
cant enough to show up in our coast-
down testing in the form of the mere
6.5 horsepower that’s needed to over-
come the TC3 Turismo’s aerodynamic

drag at 50 miles per hour.

So the car looks the part that Chrysler
had in mind. What happens under the
skin 1s another story. The new-for-1981
2.2-liter engine 1s a nice little unit. 1's
smooth, willing, quite encrgetic, and
relatively economical, a logical step up
from the less intense 1.7-liter Volkswag-
en derivative that comes standard in ev-
ery Horizon and TC3 except the Turis-
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TC3 TURISMO

mo. The 2.2-liter motor is the base en-
gine in Chrysler’s K-cars, where its
penchant for free revving i1s mildly
smothered by the K-cars’ greater
weight. In the TC3, this benefit in revvi-
ness goes partly by the boards because
of the transmission. A Chrysler-de-
signed-and-built gearbox, it delivers
wide ratios, impressive fuel economy
(25 mpg, EPA city), and long-legged
cruising, but the same wide ratios take
some of the fun out of acceleration. You
feel that the engine is good and you fee/
that the car 1s accelerating decently, but
you know it would be still better with a
five-speed with tighter, more aggres-
sively staged ratios in the first four
gears and a cruising fifth-gear ratio as
tall as fourth is now. For most folks the

gearing would be just fine, given as
most folks are to moving around town
in molasses fashion, especially these

days; but we’re more inclined to take an
active approach to getting where we
want to go, and we suspect you're in-
clined the same way. We know the basic
urge lives within this engine, too, be-
cause it pulls up to a 105-mph top end
in both third and fourth. First is good to
40 mph and second carries on until 70,
but the prices for the long-leggedness
of Juliet Prowse, automotive division,
are a zero-to-sixty time of 12.4 seconds
(realistically, not all that bad) and a
quarter-mile combo of 18.8 seconds
and 73 mph (realistically, mediocre).
The 2.2-liter is very much VW-in-
spired, offering a similar valve layout,
being blessed with a belt-driven over-
head camshaft, and producing its com-
bustion in chambers formed by an alu-

Hot Flash!

1982 Plymouth Scamp and Dodge Rampage

® It ain't got a barrel of money. Some
think it’s ragged and funny. But as you
can see from these super sneak shots,
Chrysler is sull coming out with the good-
ies. Feast your eyes on the new Omni/
Horizon sport truck.

The word around Chrysler is that an
Italian chop shop on the West Coast came
out with the original truck variation on
the 024/TC3 theme. It's said that when
Iacocca saw it, he was absolutely pumped.
Chrysler snatched up the prototype. Four
years later, by early next year, the fin-
ished models will be born as the Plym-
outh Scamp and Dodge Rampage.

The little truck comes off a lot slicker
than one would imagine from the silly
names (still time to change them . .. hint,
hint). The Scamp/Rampage is literally the
merger of a leaf-sprung pickup box and
the front half of the front-wheel-drive
TC3/024, MacPherson struts and all. The
result is a Chevy LUV-sized truck about
ten inches longer than the TC3. The
wheelbase has been stretched seven and a
half inches to 104.2 inches. Construction
is unitized like civilian TC3s and VW’s

truck. To complete the look of sleekness
there's a full-width, flushed-in backlight.

A couple of changes were made to the
TC3 half of the Scamp to control body
roll and handling. First, the sway bar was
lengthened and the link attachments were
scrapped. The front anti-sway bar is now
connected directly to the crossmember
and the lower control arm (instead of
through links), with thick rubber isolating
the points of attachment. This linkless de-
sign will be used on all of Chrysler’s 1982
front-drive cars as well. Second, to com-
pensate for the effect of heavy cargo
loads on steering response, steering com-
ponents were retuned. As with the TC3,
rack-and-pinion steering is standard on
the Scamp and power assist can be added
as an option.

Other than these changes, the Scamp
remains, basically, a TC3. So much so
that the truck will be built on the car’s
assembly line. Chrysler's 2.2-liter, four-
cylinder engine and four-speed manual
transaxle form the standard powertrain.
A three-speed automalic is optional and a
five-speed manual is being talked up for

_2“_— 1 il - — 'ﬁ__.‘ -

the 1983 model year. There'll also be a
Miser version this fall-—Chrysler’s latest
ad fad—with a 1.7-liter four and the four-
speed manual.

The truck’'s 1000-pound payload
(about one-third less than that of the
Plymouth Arrow and Dodge Ram 50)
makes it obvious that the marketing em-
phasis won’t be on “'Ram toughness.”
Sure, it'll be good for hauling dirt bikes, a
load of Cub Scouts, shrubs, and stuff. But
with such standard features as tinted
glass, high-backed bucket seats, and a soft
sport steering wheel, the Scamp will be
majoring in flash and comfort, with a mi-
nor in utility. There will also be a Sport
version available for 1982, done up in
two-tone paint with a jazzy tape treat-
ment, blacked-out lower sills, an upgrad-
ed interior, and a tachometer as standard
features.

All we really have to go on at this time
is appearances. Keeping that in mind, it
looks as if Chrysler's frugal design engi-
neers are making the most of their mini-
mal finanaal resources.

—/Jean Lindamood
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TC3 TURISMO

minum head and pistons pumping for
all they’re worth in a cast-iron block.
The Chrysler engine is only a tenth of a
liter smaller than Ford’s unhappily
coarse 2.3-liter four, yet the Chrysler
motor 1s a much smoother,” better bal-
anced, and happier example of four-cyl-
inder technology than either Ford’s 2.3
or its much newer 1.6-liter engine for
the Escort/Lynx—which, though 27
percent smaller in piston displacement,
produces only about 10 percent better
fuel economy.

Chrysler deviates from Volkswagen
attributes by substituting a feedback
carburetor with an electronic fuel-con-
trol system for the VW electronic fuel
injection. VW’s method is more expen-
sive and Chrysler feels in no way com-
pelled to use 1t—the 2.2, after all, being
its own engine through and through.
Chrysler also squeezes a good deal
more sound- and vibration-deadening
tricks between the engine and passen-
ger compartments, so the engine keeps
any distresses pretty much to itself, al-
though general ambient noise (from
wind and tire disturbances) is not par-
ticularly low, the TC3 creating as much
minor dither coasting at 75 mph as it
does cruising at the same speed in
fourth gear.

Chrysler may have gone for the tall

gearing because of the brakes. They're
not so swell, guys. They need a whole
224 feet to meander waspishly to a stop
from 70 mph, the longish distance
brought on by poor front-rear balance
characteristics and only fair modulation
properties—not auspicious for any car
this small and even less desirable in one
with pretenses of sportiness. The good
part is that there’s little fade to be found
m our braking tests.

The TC3’s handling is better than we
think. At the moment it’s hidden behind
the power steering and brakes that are
part of the so-called popular equipment
group. This option adds the steering
and braking assists, deluxe intermittent
wipers, dual horns, dual aerodynamic
outside mirrors, a clock and a trip me-
ter, a light package, and $452 to the
TC3. Best you should order the other
safety and convenience items separately
and leave Chrysler standing with a few
power steering and brake units in hand.
C/D tech wizard Csaba Csere drove an
unoptioned Horizon Miser (lighter, no
PS, no PB) a few days before we got the
Turismo, which of course springs from
the Horizon platform, and he reports
that the unassuming little Plymouth
hatchbox felt much better on the roll
than the TC3. The TC3 tries to work
well, and 1ts P195/60R-14 Firestone

HPRs are sticky enough to deliver a
substantial 0.75 g on the skidpad, but
the power steering and brakes whittle
away at confidence until you're using
the car hard (partly out of frustration)
instead of working with 1t to achieve a
quick and efficient end to your travels.
The TC3 does not make you wish for
endless trips. '

Pushing the right buttons on the
salesman’s cash register will save you
lots of time slaving over a hot order
blank. Plymouth has gathered together
a staggering list of specifics in the offi-
cial Turismo package (code A69): hand-
some LaCorde and Monteverdi cloth
and vinyl upholstery; high-backed buck-
ct seats; carpeting for the luggage com-
partment; black trim for the instrument
panel; special mstrumentation (speedo,
tach, clock, trip odo, gauges for alterna-
tor and fuel level, and a warning light
for oil pressure and water temperature);
stamped-steel “‘Rallye’” wheels; big
tires; a rear spoiler; a plethora of assort-
ed black trim pieces; and Turismo de-
cals here and there on the body.

Our car also had a tonneau cover for
the hiding of the considerable amount
of luggage that can be housed in the
cache beneath the hatch. Flop the back
seat down for even greater capacity. We
found a killer battery, air conditioning,
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a rear defroster, sealed-beam tungsten-
halogen headlamps, an AM/FM-stereo,
undercoating, and a sport suspension
hiding in this TC3. We also found next
to no lateral support in the seats; a dis-
mal legs-up, arms-out driving position;
a rather pleasing, wrapped, old-fash-
ioned, dragsterish steering wheel; and
something called the Y93 Show Car Fin-
ish, which apparently did little to im-
prove the Turismo’s mediocre quality
control and a little less for our disposi-
tions. There is something inherently
disappointing about getting into a car
whose shortcomings are visibly appar-

ent. We didn’t even have to look closely
to find them, let alone have to drive the
car to find hidden faults. By way of vin-
dication, this TC3 had seen a ton of
hard miles in hard hands before 1t fell
into ours, but nonetheless we all know
inexpensive trim and slapdash assembly
when we see it.

If Chrysler is serious about wanting to
duke it out with preeminent sports
coupes like the Scirocco, the Prelude, et
cetera, it’s going to have to take a good,
hard look at what it’s up against. So far
it hasn’t focused too well, and that’s
frustrating for us because we know

there’s a basically good car under this
sporty skin. But for the lack of mechani-
cal development, creature comforts,
and attention to detail, we’d be telling
you this is quite a package. So far that
would be a fib. Chrysler isn’t far off, it’s
just spending too much time nibbling
around the edges of a better thing.
When it moves in for a big bite, we’ll let
you know. We'll back up what your eye-
balls are trying to tell you already.

—Larry Griffin

¢ What we have here is undoubtedly the
most underrated sports sedan in America.
Fitted with the primo suspension hard-
ware and HPR tires, the Turismo showed
me the kind of moves I'd expect from a
Scirocco. The power steering is the best
I've encountered on an American se-
dan—communicative, accurate, and contfi-
dence-inspiring. The Turismo feels all of
a piece, taut and responsive—one of
those happy cars that just go where
they're pointed. It’s nice to see that
America can build a vest-pocket sedan
with world-class road manners—and from

the New Chrysler Corporation, no less.
This is not to say that all is wine and
roses with the Turismo. There is ample
room for improvement. How Chrysler
could fit fixed-back front seats to a car
like this is beyond my ken. The awkwardly
placed pedals thwart heel-and-tocing.
And the steering wheel is really tacky.
These are things that can be fixed rela-
. tively easily—and cheaply—and Chrysler
ought to attend to them. The resulting
car would make a Scirocco seem as over-

priced as Sherman’s Guccis,

—Rich Ceppos

COUNTERPOINT—

I drove L-cars day in and day out for al-
most two years at the Chrysler Proving
Grounds, and I s#ill think they're really
fun to drive. They ride and handle well.
The brakes are quick and reliable.
There's plenty of room for legs and knees
under the wheel and even in the rear seat.
And they get great mileage.

The TC3 is my pick from the Chrysler
lineup, and the pointy nose, the slicked-
down roofline, and the rear spoiler look
especially sporty in Turismo attire, Sure,
it’s basically a cosmetic job. But it's the
most tasteful-looking tape and blackout
treatment Chrysler offers. Also, the up-
graded Turismo interior includes, along
with the extra “Rallye” gauges, some of
the only almost-comfortable seats in
Chrysler's warehouse.

The only other option vou need is the
sport suspension. Sprint-car drivers who
worked days at the test track took TC3s
out on the gravel test loop to practice for
the Saturday-night roundy-rounds, and
they swear by the sport suspension.

It's not a new car, but it's sure aging
nicely,

—Jean Lindamood

.ates, handles, and stops competitively.

While filling in the Turismo’s specifica-
tion page, I almost thought I was back on
the J-car again. Transverse four-cylinder
engine, front-wheel drive, rack-and-pin-
ion steering, MacPherson-strut front sus-
pension, trailing-arms-integral-with-an-
anti-sway-bar rear suspension, a light-
weight, aerodynamic body—exactly the
trendy econo-sportware used on GM's
latest and greatest. Yet the Plymouth Tu-
rismo is a clone of the four-year-old
Omni/Horizon series. Surely, with this
much development time on these most
contemporary pieces, the Turismo must
be a finely honed automobile.
Unfortunately, it's not. The driving po-
sition still suffers from a mismatch of low,
swoopy bodywork with the upright sedan
dashboard and steering column. The
power steering dutifully carries on the
Imperial tradition. The shift linkage
makes an early Porsche 914's look good.
The new engine’s extra half-liter seems to
be on indefinite layoff. In its defense, the
Turismo is inexpensive, and it acceler-

But a desirable car is more than numbers
and a parts list. ~—Csaba Csere
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VW High-Performance
Accessories * Parts

FOX « RABBIT ¢ SCIROCCO

P.O. Box 240008
otte, NC 28224
(704) 525-0941

SEND $2.00
FORCATALOG Charl

HANDLING

PACKAGES!

ADDCO ANTI-SWAY BARS AND
MATCHED NITROGEN SHOCKS
AT LOW PACKAGE PRICE!

AFTER

Mustang tl cornering on 160 ft. skid pad.
Pictures show effect of handling kit.

Complete boit-on package. Front and rear
bars, set of four matching shocks and air
springs at package price. 30-day money
back, satisfaction guarantee. Life of your
car limited warranty. MC, VISA, COD.

**~SPECIAL OFFER !~*+»

FREE HANDLING BOOK &
CATALOG ($5.00 VALUE)
Handling book digs deep into suspension
dynamics. Gives hundreds of facts on han-
dling, tires, shocks, sway bars, suspension,
tuning. Shows how to give stock cars the
handling characteristics of $20-30,000 lux-
ury sports modelis. Shows how domestics
and imports can be made to corner flat
and taut. Get rid of dangerous body roll,
sway.Stop wheel spin and hop, under and
oversteer, plowing on turns, Lists over 500
applications for wagons, compacts, sub-
compacts, vans, trucks, full-sized domes-
tics, imports. Enjoy thrill and safety of
balanced cornering, maximum stability.

RUSH FREE Handiing Book & Catalog

Name

Street

City
Model,

St.
make of car:

vear,

ADDCO 835 watertower Road

{305) 844-2531 ¢ Lake Park, FL 33403
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TC3 TURISMO

T

I

Vehicle type: front-engine, front-wheel-drive, 5-passenger,
3-door sedan

Price as testad: $7920

Options on test car: base Plymouth Turismo TC3, $6390;
air conditioning $554; popular equipment group (includes
power steering, power brakes, clock, miscellaneous options),
$452; AM/FM-stereo radio, $186; rear defroster, $102;
cloth-vinyl bucket seats, $73; tonneau cover, $50; sports
suspension, $46; halogen headlamps, $40; power trunk re-
lease, $27.

Sound system: AM/FM-stereo radio, 2 speakers

ENGINE

.4-in-line, iron block and aluminum head
.......... 3.44x3.62in, 88 x 92mm
........ 135c¢uin, 2210cc

Bore x stroke ..
Displacement. . ..

Height ... 51.2in
Ground clearance..............ooiiiiiiiiin e 5.0in
Curbweight............ ....24701bs
Weight distribution, F/R. . .66.0/34.0%
Fuelcapacity .......coovviiiiii i 13.0 gal
QilcapaCity ..o 4.5qt
Water Capacity ... ..o e 8.7 qt
CHASSIS/BODY

TYPE o e unit construction
Body material ...l welded steel stampings
INTERIOR

SAE volume, frontseat ........... ..ol 48 cu ft

Frontseats............... . ... il
Recliner type ... ...
General comfort . ...

Compressionratio ............o i 8.5:1 Fore-and-aft support ... good
Carburetion .............o o 1x2-bbl Holley Lateral support ... oo poor
Emissions controls .. 3-way catalytic converter,
feedback fuel-air-ratio control, EGR, auxiliary air pump SUSPENSION
Valvegear ................ belt-driven single overhead cam Froooooon ind, MacPherson strut, coil springs, anti-sway bar
Power (SAEnet) .................... 84 bhp @ 4800 rpm 3 S ind, trailing arms integral with an anti-sway bar,
Torque (SAE net) .. .. 111 Ibs-ft @ 2800 rpm coil springs
Redline... ... 6000 rpm
STEERING
DRIVETRAIN Type oo rack-and-pinion, power-assisted
Transmission ........ooiiiiit it iiiiii 4.speed Turns lock-to-lock . .. ..o 3.2
Final-driveratio .............. .. ..o 3.05:1 Turning circle curb-to-curb ... oL 34.9 1t
Gear Ratio Mph/1000 rpm Max. test speed
| 3.29 6.7 40 mph (6000 rpm) BRAKES
Il 1.89 11.6 70 mph (6000 rpm) Foo 9.0 x 0.5-in disc
1] 1.21 18.1 105 mph (5800 rpm) R 7.9 x 1.2-in cast-iron drum
v 0.88 249 105 mph (4200 rpm) Power assist ... . e vacuum
DIMENSIONS AND CAPACITIES WHEELS AND TIRES
Wheelbase ............ ... ool 96.6 in Wheelsize ...................c i 5.5x13in
Track, F/R oo 56.1/55.6in Wheeltype ... ... .. i stamped steel
Length ... ....173.5in Tire make and size ... .Firestone HPR Radial, P195/60R-14
Width. ..o 66.7in Test inflation pressures, F/R ............... ..., 35/35 psi
C d Driver Test Results
ACCELERATION Seconds

ez oot ris Nyple TERFONSARRCIIT Rl o e A e A L L 3.2
40 mph . -

BOST0 L ooy 135
Standing Yemile . oo iaeiaiion 18.8 sec @ 73 mph
IO S el St e 105 mph
HANDUING
Roadholding. 282-ft-diaskidpad . .............. 0.75g
e iy P it irlo) i - A moderate
BRAKING
70-0 mph @ impending lockup............. ... 2241t
MDA SO e S T A R fair

COAST-DOWN MEASUREMENTS

Road horsepower @ 50 mph............. «...13.0hp
Friction and tire losses @ 50 mph 1k
Aerodynamicdrag @ 5Omph ........... ...

FUEL ECONOMY

EPACTYOrivNg, 1o ant o nri i sl b Emads 25 mpg
EPA highway driving . . 41 mpg
EPA combined driving .. ... .30 mpg
C/Dobserved fuel economy...........covnee. 24 mpg
INTERIOR SOUND LEVEL

Idle 52 dBA

Full-throttle acceleration
70-mph cruising ...... w
TN CORFINGE: i ¢ e pcs b b fobosi i o s e 75dBA

CAR and DRIVER




CURRENT BASE PRICE doliars x 1000

PLYMOUTH TC3 TURISMO
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Charlie Daniels
Recording Artist

If the best things in life
are free, this is one of them.
Just fill out the coupon be-

low, send it in and we'll
send you a free can of
Happy Days moist
smokeless tobacco.

Just a pinch between
your cheek and gum will
give you real tobacco
pleaGsurSe wi}l:htl','ut Ii?hﬁ?ng
up. Go Smokeless. It's the ¥ . - i
only way to go. Apinch is all it takes!

(- -
SEND ME MY FREE CAN OF HAPPY DAYS. g

Fill out and send to: "Smokeless Tobacco,”

Name and complete address must l
appear on outside of envelope. l

Name I

. Address I
|App _J City - — 1
UAVORED SqoNELESS 10 "“ﬂ State I

= Zip Age” I

l Limited to one sampling per family. *OFFER NOT AVAILABLE TO MINORS. l

2§ 0 0 0 B % O B R O % 0 § J B |
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'DODGE CHARGER 2.2
VS
FORD EXP

Is the sizzle all on the surface?
We suppose the glib answer to this _—W world since the heyday of the musclecar.

line of questioning is yes. When When we were singing along with the Beach

you compare the straight-ahead PHOTOGRAPHY BY BOB D'OLIVO Boys about 409s, we were also paying about
performance of this twosome to some of their road-wrin- 30 cents for a gallon of premium. When the little GTOs
kling ancestors from the era of the original Dodge Char-|F=/igf=/gl| were really lookin’ fine, the guys with the burnooses
ger—the era of the big inch and the low E.T.—-you’re com- JESE hadn’t quite gotten hip to the basic laws of supply and de-
paring Shetland ponies to Appaloosa stallions. Particularly | i . mand. Not to mention control. And mas-
the Ford EXP’s slice of the equation. 2 [ sive international political leverage.

But the glib answer conveniently ig- " LR The Clean Air Act had yet to
nores a whole flock of changes in the ~ 48 2= "’ , clamp its jaws on horsepower,




CHARGERstXP—

there were plenty of places where you
could legally go faster than 55 mph, and
the benighted notion that a speedometer
capable of registering more than 85 mph
was somehow un-American still lay in the
future.

Halcyon days, indeed. But they're also
history. The cars we're being offered to-
day are rooted in a much different set of
realities than those of the muscle era. As
a result, the performance cars of 1981
score their marks in categories other than
0-60. Categories like going around
corners without excessive drama. Catego-
ries like mpg. Categories like quality.

Of course, there’s one category—style—
that transcends all automotive ages. Part
of what makes a car fun to drive is its
packaging. While there are certainly
plenty of us who are willing to accept cars
strictly as appliances, there are also plen-
ty of us who want more. For this latter
group, a car not only takes its driver from
point A to point B, it says a great deal
about him (or her) before, during and af-
ter the drive.

What we want to examine here is what
these two cars are saying about them-
selves (and thus their potential owners)
and how well they deliver on their
statements.

Dodge Charger 2.2

68 JULY 1981  MOTOR TREND

Charger 2.2:
It’s more than paint and

stick-ons
ne phenomenon that has long af-
flicted the world of image cars—big
inch and otherwise—is the Mylar GT.
Operating from the economically sound
premise that a little tape can take a car’s
appearance from humdrum to hot with
virtually no capital outlay, almost any
manufacturer you can name has, at one
time or another, cobbled up a so-called
GT from an ordinary production car.
Some of them even less than ordinary.
We’re pleased to observe that the
Charger 2.2 package isn’t trading quite so
superficially. Although tape and other
nonfunctional stick-on items abound,
there’s more to this one than meets the
eye—specifically, better acceleration than
the standard Plymouth Horizon TC3/
Dodge Omni 024. The last of these that
we tested—a TC3 2.2 Turismo (January
MT)—took almost 19 seconds (18.7) to
run the quarter-mile, hitting the tape at
73.8 mph. As the data panel indicates, the
2.2 Charger is almost a second and a half
quicker and almost 5 mph faster down-
stream.
The Dodge Division wrought this mir-

s
j Sy s

acle through a simple expedient: altering
the final drive for a lower (numerically
higher) ratio. It paid off with a car that
can play red light/green light with a sur-
prisingly broad range of machinery. Audi
Turbo 5000, Datsun 280ZX and Mazda
RX-7 are a few of the names that make
that range surprising.

A reworked exhaust system, designed
(successfully) to produce a more primal
note, is about the only other non-visible
distinction between this and the standard
024. The rest of the package, which costs
a modest $399 premium, is right out there
for you to see. This includes the nonfunc-
tional hood scoop, the quarter-window
treatment, the seats, the wheels, the
Goodyear low-profile Eagle GT radials,
and, of course, the cosmetic scheme.
Judging by our experiences with the car,
it has a surprisingly high flash quotient,
particularly for a non-exotic.

The interior of the 2.2 is executed taste-
fully, in quality materials: corduroy up-
holstery and padded black vinyl. Like the
ordinary TC3s and 024s, it’s a 242, offer-
ing the utility of an emergency rear seat,
although the latter, like most of its breed,
is pretty severely restricted.

However, the general level of interior
equipment doesn’t measure up to the ad-




vertisements made by the exterior. You
somehow expect a fairly comprehensive
instrument display, but what you get is
the absolute bare minimum: speedo,
tach, fuel and temp gauges. (The optional
rally instrument package is a quick cure
for this shortfall.)

When you see the words “Sport high
back bucket seats” on the inventory stick-
er, you expect lateral support and seat-
back adjustability. both of which are grie-
vously absent. You might expect air con-
ditioning, but what you get is a remark-
ably inadequate ventilation system. A
cruise control would also be a welcome
addition, although this isn’t exactly main-
line stuff on the GT scene.

Assessed as a device for hurrying
around corners without going on one’s
ear, the reincarnation of the Charger cer-
tainly compares favorably with its prede-
cessor. Suspension is independent up
front, and the addition of the optional
TC3/024 S14 Sport Suspension package,
including heftier swaybars and stiffer
shocks, helps reduce body roll. It also un-
doubtedly contributes to substantial un-
dersteer: the 2.2-liter Charger engine has
enough power to make the car plow in
hard cornering, but this is standard front-
wheel-drive behavior and never

alarming. The endearing obverse side of
the car’s classic power-induced under-
steer is that there’s no terrible trailing
throttle oversteer. The nose will tuck in if
you back off in mid-turn, but the rear end
won’t try to beat you to the apex.

All things considered, it rates as a pre-
dictable, even forgiving, setup, with two
drawbacks. One is the power steering,
which is over-assisted and consequently,
doesn’t give you much information about
what the front wheels are doing until well
after they’re already doing it. The other
is the 4-speed’s shift linkage, which, like
all the Omnirizon family, is exceedingly
vague and notchy. Transaxle gearing is
standard 024, including a 0.88:1 4th gear,
but the combination of the engine’s plen-
tiful power and the lower final drive
helps the Charger overcome the wide ra-
tios with vigor.

Best of all, the acceleration gains don’t
seem to be at the expense of impressive
fuel economy, which tells you a lot about
the importance of operating in an en-
gine’s optimum performance range. The
Charger’s impressive 2.2-liter OHC four
is obviously an eager worker, but it nev-
ertheless came in at 34.8 mpg on the MT
73-mile fuel loop and scored 35.0 mpg in
steady-state 55-mph cruising.

It would be hard to overrate fuel per-
formance in relation to the image the
Charger projects. The car is telling the
buyer that yes, there’s still some wheel-
spin and go-fast left in the world, but you
don’t have to pay for it at the pump any-
more. For that matter, you don’t have to
pay too severely at the dealer’s, either, at
least not in relation to some of the cars
the Charger will be positioned against.
The target list includes BMW 3201, Toyo-
ta Celica Supra, Porsche 924, Datsun
280ZX, and Mazda RX-7, to name a few,
and with a manufacturer’s suggested re-
tail of $6,488 added to the Charger’s abil-
ity to blow more than a few high-priced
doors off in a drag race—you come up
with a car that looks like a bargain.

The Dodge 024 has lost a certain
amount of ground in its market segment
of late, and Chrysler is doubly aware of
the need for a tonic in the face of fresh
competition from the Ford EXP, Mercu-
ry LN7 and the sporty J-car entries from
Chevrolet and Pontiac. The Charger, ad-
mittedly, is a long way from being the
kind of all-new piece the other manufac-
turers are able to field. But the fact that
it delivers what it does at a competitive
price gives the buyer in this segment a vi-
able alternative.
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sz SPORTS CARS
ou Can Build from Kits

) Giant Buyers Guidell
160 Pages, 500 Photos I

Giant Kit Car Buyers Guide
reveals 130 full-size sports and
replicars you can build from
kits. Most sell tor a fraction of
their completed price and nearly
all are easy to assemble al
home See and compare all the

. latest kit cars and manufac-
turers = Complete Photos =
~ Articles » Specs = Tech Data

e Everything Irom 40 mpg roadslers to sizzling V8s (Also
available Kit Car Monthly Newsletter. features hundreds of used
kit car bargains, sixteen vaiue-packed pages each month.}

* 14 Day Money Back Guarantee % l

Mail Kit Car Buyers Guide I
" § 9(3rd Class—US only)
2 812 (1st Class—US only)
[ 815 (Foreign—US tunds)
[ Kit Car Monthiy $11 l

AUTO LOGIC, INC.
P.0. Box 2073
Department MT71
Wilmington. DE 19899

Name I

Address I

City/State/ Zip =
p 1
{1 Master Charge [ Visa Exp. Date I
Order TOLL-FREE Day or Night a
Master Charge or Visa REQUIRED! : l
(800) 331-1000, Operator 666

(918) 664-8300. in Okla., call collect —
L 8 N § B & § § § |
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VALUE PACKED 1981
- AUTO PARTS AND
ACCESSORIES CATALOG

NOW YOU CAN DO
IT YOUR WAY

S Repair or customize your
auto using quality parts and
accessories from Rick's. You

< can SAVE big money and get
it done RIGHT when you do it yourself. You don't
need to be a ‘born mechanic’ or have a huge col-
lection of fancy tools. Most accessories come with
easy-to-follow instructions — all you need to as-
sure success.

CALL TOLL FREE
1-800-228-2626 [ galal3
7 days, 24 hours

FOR YOUR FREE

1981 CATALOG

orifyouwish fill ourand
mail coupon below 1o:

RICK’S Automotive Parts

2754 Roe Lane — Dept.-117
Kansas City, KS 66103

(3 YES, piease send me Rick's 1981 Auto
Parts and Accessories catalog. No obli-
gation and no salesman will call.

NAME
ADDRESS
oy
STATE

APT. NO

CHARGER vs EXP

Ford EXP:
Good-looking underkill

So you say the absence of horsepower
is embarrassing in a car that looks as
good as the EXP? Don’t worry about it.
The key to happiness in this car is avoid-
ing eye contact with the other braves out
there. Otherwise, the guy in the next lane
will think that you care. In which event,
you’ll be blitzed by BMWs, pummeled by
Preludes, mugged by Mazdas, ditched by
Datsuns, trounced by Triumphs and all
sorts of other indignities.

While there are many commendable
qualities to the EXP and its Mercury
counterpart, the LN7, we simply can’t
rate excitement as a significant part of the
mix. Not in the way we comprehend au-
tomotive excitement, at any rate. The MT
concept of excitement includes brisk ac-
celeration, and even though Ford’s new
OHC 1.6-liter CVH engine is solid goods,
brisk acceleration is simply not part of its
act. Although the EXP/LN7 version of
the engine generates one more horsepow-
er than the regular Escort/Lynx edition,
it is bolted to a car that weighs 100
pounds more than the little sedans.

The 4-cylinder engine is mated to
Ford’s new 4-speed transaxle (with a 3-
speed automatic available in case you
want to hold the car back even more).
The 4-speed, manufactured for Ford by
Toyo Kogyo (Mazda), is a very good
one—easy to shift, and much more precise
than the Charger 4-speed. However, with
only 70 horsepower on'tap (at 5,200 rpm).
the tall gear ratios represent a big drop in
rpm from gear to gear. This car cries for
a 5-speed, which it won’t get until 1983,

Having nattered on about the EXP’s
tepid engine performance, let us hasten
to add that this is otherwise a package
that largely lives up to its appearance.
Handling is good, a couple of cuts above
the Charger 2.2 and substantially better
than the standard Escort/Lynx. The inte-
rior treatment is attractive and well-
equipped, there is substantial luggage
space and, of course, the car combines Its
sleek looks with big-number mpg. EPA
ratings are 29/46 city/highway, and the
EXP came in at 27.6 mpg on the MT
loop. In 55-mph steady-state cruising, the
EXP’s 3.59:1 final drive ratio and slip-
pery shape helped it deliver 44.5 mpg.

As we mentioned earlier, the EXP’s
limited horsepower makes you acquire
some new driving techniques, most of
them involving careful advance planning
for your various moves. But this doesn’t
mean it can’t be fun. The combination of
all-independent suspension and the op-
tional Michelin TRX radial tire package
produces very predictable cornering with
impressive adhesion. Although the little
EXP gives away a lot of horsepower to
the Charger, the disparity isn’t nearly as
obvious on a stretch of twisty road. The
EXP corners flat and tracks beautifully,
and while the rack-and-pinion steering is

a bit numb at center, it delivers solid road
feel when the action becomes spirited.

The TRX suspension—with accompa-
nying Porsche 928-style wheels—does
have a down side, in the area of ride
quality. This tends to be a bit stiff even
in the basic EXP, thanks to limited sus-
pension travel, but with the TRX pack-
age’s stiffer springs and low-profile tires,
the ride can be quite harsh on anything
other than smooth surfaces. Small bumps
find their way to the driver’s hindquarters
without much difficulty, and big bumps
can make the car change lanes in the
middle of a turn.

Inside, the EXP is nicely. though not
lavishly, appointed. Instrumentation is
adequate and well-placed. air condition-
ing (which takes a serious bite out of the
already anemic performance) is first-rate,
and our test car was equipped with an ex-
cellent AM/FM stereo cassette player.
The interior of this particular car was ex-
ecuted in high-grade soft vinyl, tinted
white for the sake of contrast to the me-
tallic gray exterior. White would not be
our first choice, given our druthers. Or
our second. Or our third.

The seats are surprisingly good, consid-
ering some other Ford buckets we've en-
countered in the past. Lateral support is
much better than the Dodge Charger
buckets. and the seatbacks are adjustable
for rake. One irritating deficiency of the
seats is that there is no latch to keep the
seatback from pitching forward during
braking.

EXP and LN7 are being marketed as 2-
seat personal cars, although if you check
around your parts books, you'll find that
there are optional rear jump seats avail-
able. Ford showed the seats at its long-
range product previews a few months
back. but has since decided that that the
extra seat doesn’t really tally with what
the product planners are aiming at: the
personal sports/image car. So, the official
posture now is to carry the seats as a kind
of open secret.

With or without the seats, though, the
EXP swallows a respectable volume of
luggage or what-have-you, while simulta-
neously affording adequate leg. head and
shoulder room. There’s a detachable win-
dow shade-type securily screen to cover
the cargo area, and a little retainer bar
just behind the seats to keep cargo from

Charger 2.2 Mpg Ford EXP
EPA City EPA City .

EPA Highway ... EPA Highway ...

MT Test Loop ............ 34 8 MT Test Loop ........... 27.6
Steady-state Steady-state

55 MPN oo, 350 [ S5 mph 445
Driving range Driving range

(steady-state (steady-state

55 mph x fuel 55 mph x fuel

€apacity) ... 455 miles | capacity)......... 503 miles




bumping against the seatbacks.

A nicely detailed package, with distine-
tive looks and good handling. The Ford
dealer network is excited about the arriv-
al of the EXP—it figures to be a very good
showroom traffic-maker—and Ford is
suggestively presenting the car as its first
2-seater since the Thunderbird. The cor-
porate publicity mill is referring to the lit-
tle fastbacks as “life style cars,” whatever

that means, and the ad agency people are
calling them “sportcoupes,” to avoid the
mendacity of calling them sports cars.
For our part, the unreconstructed
among us call them Secretary’s GTs, and
see the EXP/LN7 phenomenon as the
1981 update on the Karmann Ghia effect.
The EXP is, in many ways, a more up-to-
the-minute automobile than the Charger
2.2. 1t is free of the tarty, painted-on flash

that distinguishes the Charger. It turns
heads with its slippery (0.37 Cd), under-
stated good looks.

But, horsepower is still the primary raw
ingredient for enthusiasm, and we are-
frankly curious about how many people
will be willing to pay more money (the
EXP bases at $7,250) for less go. The an-
swer to that one will tell us a lot about
where we’re going in this decad_e».
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Pace Cars and Bears

hat appears to be an in-depth styl-

ing exercise is just that. The
working minds at PPG (Automotive
Finishes, Coating and Resin Division)
created an open-field competition
wherein each auto maker had a chance
to “what-if’ one of its most popular
models. The cars were designed by each
manufacturer’s ‘“sporting blood” divi-
sion, while the actual work was farmed
out to several outstanding private com-
panies in the Detroit area.

These cars—the Dodge 024 Turbo and
the Mercury Turbo LN7—are two of the
PPG Pace Cars that will be used sea-
son-long in the PPG Indy Car World
Series. (Missing are the American Mo-
tors AMX Turbo and the Chevrolet Tur-
bo J Cavalier, both of which offer levels
of sophistication and imagination
equal to the Dodge and Mercury.)

The LN7 Mercury is the child of the
Ford Design Center and Ford Special
Vehicles Operations, and its handiwork
is the product of American Sunroof Cor-
poration (Southgate, Michigan). They
were responsible for the exterior and in-
terior modifications, including the rear
spoiler, front air dam, wheel flares and
power dome hood.

The unseen systems were the respon-
sibility of Jack Roush Performance En-
gineering (Livonia). Under Roush’s
hand, the 1.6-liter engine was revamped

and then turbocharged through its car-
bureted induction system. Boost begins
slowly at about 2,500 rpm and then it
rapidly spins the little engine to a 6,500-
rpm redline.

The 024 Turbo Charger, looking not
at all like the production car and more
like a Turbo Carrera than the real thing,
is a whole-hog affair right down to its
flush-mounted windows. Synthetex, Inc.
(Romulus), left not one panel unturned.
The completely tweaked 024 features a
continuous air dam, prototype modular
wheels and a turbocharged, fuel-injected
2.2-liter engine. All modifications, in-
cluding the development of the electron-
ic fuel injection, were produced by a sav-
vy crew of ex-Chrysler racers who form
the nucleus of Specialized Vehicles, Inc.
(Troy).

The PPG Pace Cars represent a new
kind of vehicle performance in this
country, a trend away from Visigothic
pavement-peeling and toward knife-
edged windsplitting, where smaller dis-
placement engines will emphasize a
driveability and panache consistent with
modern times. It will be their job to lead
the field on race day, so they must be
ready to roll right up to 120 mph to set
the pace.

We have no doubt that this goal has
been reached; both turbo cars easily
cracked the century mark before the end

of our very short test track. The heavier
Charger, with its fuel injection, was
smoother in all rpm ranges and clearly
superior to the LN7 during throttle tip-
in. Conspicuous by their absence were
suspension and braking needed to cope
with the extra power. We were apprised
of that the first time the brakes went on
hard, and succeeding runs only lessened
their effectiveness. The suspension was
similarly unfinished, with preferred ge-
ometry and maximum load rates as yet
undecided.

Both pacers work with fully uphol-
stered interiors (minus the rear seat), at
least a half-dozen gauges, modified
shifters, aircraft lap belts, rollbars and
enough sensible power to convince the
driver that all cars could use some of
this. But the message comes clearly
through the mind’s eye and the modified
exhaust; there are feasible workings
here, ones that will make the vehicle
outstanding in appearance as well as
function. And this is only the surface,
friends, for as we have seen, in every
styling exercise there is tangible evi-
dence of the future.

Will the street cars of the new decade
approach what we have here? Could we,
as trend setters, customizers, perfor-
mance enthusiasts and car wackos use
some of these same ideas? Do bears
sleep in the woods? —Ro McGonegal
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against rock chips and mud.

A & A’s stoneguards are manufactured from super high impact urethane and are designed to fit
behind each wheel and compliment the factory flares in front of the wheel. Simple installation - no
expensive body work required. Send $3.00 for colorful 28 page catalog with over 300 items for Cars,

Pickup/4-Wheel Drives, Vans, Mini Trucks and Mini Cars.

A & A Fiberglass, Inc.

1534 NABELL AVENUE « ATLANTA, GA 30344 « DEPT. 45 ¢ (404) 762-9631
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Stoneguards for your’70-’81 Camaro/Firebird

Aerodynamically styled stoneguards improve your car's appearance while protecting it's finish
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CHARGER vs EX

THE VOICE
OF THE
MARKETPLACE

hen several Ford Motor Company

executives told us the primary tar-
get market for the new Ford EXP and
Mercury LN7 was women—in particular
young, professional women—we sat up
and took notice. What this strategy says
to us is that the EXP doesn’t have the
performance to appeal to the young
male buyer, but that muscle is of no par-
ticular interest to women.

We decided to test this theory by put-
ting the EXP and the more powerful
Charger 2.2 into the hands of three
women who are almost dead center in
Ford’s bell-shaped marketing curve.
Jackie Andersen is our former copy edi-
tor, who has moved on to become man-
aging editor of Hot Rod Specialty
Books. Marianne Gregory, whose work
has merited space in this magazine on
previous occasions, is a high school
English teacher who also has the dubi-
ous distinction of being the wife of MT
Senior Editor Fred M.H. Gregory. Tra-
cey Hurst, a recent—and welcome—ar-
rival, is Motor Trend’s executive secre-
tary.

We weren’t at all sure how this trio
would react to Ford’s marketing pos-
ture, and our uncertainty was rewarded
by the general unpredictability of the re-
sponses. We think you’ll find them
instructive. ~John Dianna

“For a total package
of image and performance,
the Dodge 2.2
is my real winner.”

ill women go for a vehicle that
looks sporty, even though it may
be a non-performer?

Most women, ourselves included, are
grateful if the beast merely takes them
from place to place faithfully, without
mechanical mishap. Others don’t care
what the car looks like as long as it per-
forms. This can cover any area from
good gas mileage to coming through in
show-off situations.

In our comparison of the Ford EXP
and the Dodge Charger 2.2, image and
performance were key issues.

Braking was adequate; shifting was
easy and precise. And though the EXP
wants to play, its questionable accelera-
tive thrust precludes most street combat.

The over-designed dash provided a
nonstop serenade of loose parts (nuts
and bolts, perhaps?). The steering col-



p—

umn and wheel jolted alarmingly at
each rut and bump in the road, evoking
slapstick images of liberated steering
wheels held aloft in startled hands.

The front passenger seatback had a
bizarre habit of lurching forward under
braking, so that I conditioned a mater-
nal response of blocking the seatback
with my right arm at every abrupt brak-
ing and/or cornering move. The only
solution I found for this problem was to
bring a passenger everywhere 1 went.

The good parts: Lots of interior luxu-
ries. Like the goodie-holding side pock-
ets in each door; the handy courtesy
flashlight attached to the headliner:
generous hatch space—enough for two
small people and a month’s worth of
(you fill it in). There’s a sound system
that, with the windows closed, envelops
one in her own world of music, and the
air conditioner, though obtrusive on
high setting. cooled the cabin in a hurry.

The Dodge 2.2 seemed like a mid-size
trying to be a musclecar. With its slight-
ly raked stance, the 2.2 looked nasty
and sounded even better; it made me
want to drive fast.

There is no question of thrust in this
car; I was treated to willing and power-
ful takeoffs. At speed, the 2.2 offered
total control, straight steering, good
tracking and acceptable suspension.

The gearshift had a rather close gate,
which gave me 4th for 2nd until T got
the hang of it: at that point it became
a favorite feature for its contribution to
easy handling. The turn-signal indicator
stalk was quite a reach for this driver:
I had to remove my hand from the
steering wheel to signal for a turn.

There was not much headroom in the
2.2. 1 had to squish my 5-foot-4 frame
down into the seat to avoid contact with
the ceiling. The interior was a bit spar-
tan compared to the EXP. There was a
back seat, though, and this was ade-
quate for two people with short legs.
However, the appointments were a bit
abbreviated: no air conditioner (what?),
and a simple AM/FM radio with no
cassette player.

The Charger’s image? Sexier than the
EXP. It was red with black trim and
looked real nice with its 2.2 logo and
that mysterious bulge in its hood. It was
better sounding, too, with -a throaty
rumble in its voice that kept saying,
“C’mon, try me.”

On both cars the right sideview mir-
ror could be a nice touch if one could
but touch it. To reach the mirror adjust-
ment required the armspan of a gorilla.
And ] felt the interior colors were out of
keeping on both cars: The EXP was
black on white, and the 2.2 was decked
in a teeny zebra stripe. Whatever hap-
pened to solid colors?

For those who seek only a sporty im-
age, the EXP is tolerable. But for a total
package of image and performance, the
Dodge 2.2 is my real winner.

—Jackie Andersen
—_—

BILSTEIN

GAS PRESSURE SHOCK ABSORBERS
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THE ULTIMATE IN CONTROL.

The Bilstein Gas Pressure Shock Absorber. It's the shock absorber that smooths
out the ride for Mercedes-Benz, Porsche, Saab EMS and Turbo. It's the shock
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Wheels Need
Locks, Too!

Protect
YOUR Wheels
With _
McGARD WHEEL LOCKS

The best theft protection you can get!

Replace only one lug nut on each wheel with a McGard lock. McGard locks feature
an exclusive narrow groove key pattern that's virtually impossible to pick. McGard
makes locks to fit almost all domestic and imported, on and off road vehicles.
So don't settle tor less—get McGard, the leader in wheel and tire security.

For a free catalog of McGard products, send your name and address to:

McGard, Inc. Dept.8 852 Kensington Ave., Buffalo, N.Y. 14215 (716) 833-6120

USE McGARD’S NEW RUST PROOF LUG NUTS, TOO.
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America’s Best
Car Stereo Catalog

Call Toll-Free

U.S. 1-800-854-2R73
CA 1-800-542-6:228

+ §-year Warranty on all Car Stereo
items. Cur responsibility begins
when we deliver
- Super low prices

* Same day shipping
+ Tremendous selection from over 70

In-dash Cassettes with pictures,
description, and specs
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CHARGER vs EXP m——n

f it is possible to stereotype a car, to

predict its performance by its looks,
then I think both the Ford EXP and the
Dodge Charger live up to their images.
The battleship-gray EXP looks to me
like a librarian’s Corvette. And the
Dodge Charger 2.2, with its rocket-
shaped front and its flashy color
scheme, looks like a bit of an upstart—
maybe a sorority girl’s present from
Daddy. But it definitely earns its name.

I like to compare the cars | drive to
the Honda Civic, which seems to be the
car no one complains about much. It’s
the VW Bug of the Eighties: easy to ma-
neuver, comfortable to drive, and pow-
erful enough. So if another car, espe-
cially an American car, can come close,
I am amazed. This new Ford EXP feels

“The EXP looks like

a librarian’s Corvette;

the Charger definitely
earns its name.”’

almost as comfortable to drive. It feels
right and it fits me—or should I say I fit
it. The seats feel just right in their glove-
soft, washable, padded vinyl. My feet
reach the pedals, and my knees don’t hit
the steering wheel. Without neck-strain-
ing or back-twisting, I can see in all
directions. The windows, mirrors and
controls are all well-placed. The seat
belt is comfortable and easy to use. Seat
adjustment is easy, and even the seat-
back reclines.

The design of the dash is simple,
which is something I appreciate. How-
ever, there are slip-ups elsewhere inside,
like the door panel design, which is
white with a black stripe running diago-
nally through, a reverse skunk effect.

The EXP starts smoothly and shifts
easily. However, the reverse gear is so
close to Ist that it’s easy to make the
mistake of trying to take off in reverse.
The drive is comfortable, but as I men-
tioned earlier, it fits the conservative
image of the car.

The black and white pinstriped cor-
duroy interior of the Dodge Charger is
well-designed and comfortable, espe-
cially in extreme temperatures. Even
the door panels are attractive and stur-
dy-looking. The seat belts retract with-
out any hesitation, and the controls are
all within easy reach. The seat adjust-
ment is easy to reach and operates
smoothly. However, the seatback does
not adjust, a big minus.

The instrument panel is not junked
up with useless controls, although a
third air vent in the middle would be
welcome.

Although no one expects much room
in the back seat of a sports car, I am
pleasantly surprised that the Charger’s
back seat comfortably seats my three
children, and all in seatbelts at that.
Another plus is that the back seat folds
forward for a good-sized storage area.

The Charger is powerful, fun and
easy to drive. It can turn a mild-man-
nered young lady into a road-racing
squirrel. The hardest part about driving
this car is trying not to go over the speed
limit. It just makes you want to ro/l.

But, like the EXP, the Charger has its
minor annoyances. The turn signal is
too far from the steering wheel for me
to operate without taking my hand off
the wheel. Also, the ignition switch is
extremely difficult to place in the “off”
position because you must press an in-
conveniently placed button. Of all the
anti-theft devices, why have these an-
noying buttons anyhow? There must be
a simpler way.

—Marianne Gregory
continued on page 108

The Motor Trend all-girl review: Jackie Andersen, Tracey Hurst and Marianne Gregory. They
don’t care about target markets; they just know what they like.
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fuel and repair expenses, plus maintenance
checkups. Improve efficiency. Pocket size. vi-
nyl cover with pen. Send $3.95 to: SUNQUES-
TOR, Dept. C, P.O. Box 812, Superior. WI
54880.

MG MONTHLY MAGAZINE. Full-color fea-
tures on all models. Restoration projects. Clas-
sified ads. Technical correspondence, etc.
Year’s subscription $18. MG PUBLICA-
TIONS, Box 233, Dept. 7, Mulberry, FL 33860.

ATTENTION HEAVY EQUIPMENT
OPERATORS, Construction Workers, and
Laborers! Earn over $15 an hour even if rela-
tively unskilled! Free details, write: EAST
PUBLICATIONS, Rt. 168, Box 133, Shipping-
port, PA 15077.

CABLE TV DESCRAMBLERS and con-
verters. Microwave antennas and downcon-
verters. Plans and parts. Build or buy. For in-
formation send $2 to C&D CO., P.O. Box 21,
Jenison, MI 49428.

MT Marketplace
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TRAILERS FOR BEHIND COMPACT
CARS only $349.95, shell is 42" wide, 66” long,
29" deep. Top flips open for easy loading.
Lockable. waterproof, 500-1b. capacity. Trailer
is “Road Ready” and made of steel. 1deal for
camping gear. luggage. etc. Write or call: VI-
KING MFG. CORP., 2170 Coldsprings Road.
Saukville, WI 53080. (414) 284-0613.

BUILD YOUR OWN *“Backyard Energy
Plant” in 6 hours for $40. Make alcohol fuel
that runs your car, heats your home for 18¢ per
gallon. 35,000 are doing it! Send $1 for fact-
filled report. ENERGY CONSERVATION,
P.O. Box 923MT. St. Louis. MO 63033.

REMOVE BUMPER STICKERS and Un-
wanted Decals from your car safely. This easy-
to-follow method is safe on any surface. Send
$3 to SEAGRAVES, P.O. Box 1535, Des
Plaines. 1L 60018.

AUTOMOBILE CATALOGS: ’50s through

————e

*80. Worldwide selection, production, sports.
classic, special interest sales literature. All mint
originals. Send 50¢ for listings or SASE with
needs to: J.R. DEL COLLADO, 106 W. 69 St..
New York, NY 10023.

GET MORE MPG! Improved performance.
No gimmicks. Proven method. Minor carbure-
tor & related modifications plainly explained.
$5 postpaid. AUTOMOTIVE AFTERMAR-
KET TECHNICS, Box 11185 Highland Sta..
Minneapolis, MN 55411. (lllega]l in some
states.)

MAKE FRIENDS WORLDWIDE! Join Her-
mes International Correspondence and
Friendship Club. Members in all continents.
Quarterly catalog with about 800 names. ad-
dresses. photos. descriptions. Details free!
HERMES-VERLAG. Box 110660/MT.
D-1000. Berlin 11, W. Germany.

CHARGER vs EXP

hen I took possession of the EXP

and the Charger 2.2, T decided I
would test drive each as a passenger car
and as a sports car. I then proceeded in-
to the streets, highways and canyons of
Los Angeles.

The canyon driving provided me with
my first set of conclusions. While both
cars may be “sporty,” I cannot place
cither in the sports car category. The 2.2
did seem to corner somewhat better, but
neither had the stability T expect in a
sports car. Several times I felt the rear
end of each car slip, pulling around the
curve first; not very reassuring.

Performance is another essential in-
gredient to me, for any kind of car.
When I accelerate quickly, I want and
expect a car to respond appropriately.
The 2.2 delivers this power (plus some).
It is a performance car, and 1 found it
hard not to take advantage of that.

The EXP didn’t do as well in the per-
formance department. 1 found it partic-
ularly sluggish in 1st and 2nd gears. At
higher speeds, the acceleration wasn’t as
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much of a problem.

Although I failed to find a sports car
in the EXP. I did discover a fun car that
was functional for city and highway
driving. It was a comfortable car that
was equipped with many luxury-type
features in very convenient locations.
This is no small feat and should not go
unnoticed. The dash area was particu-
larly well-thought-out.

“While both cars may
be sporty, I can’t place
either in the sports

car category.”

I had two major complaints about the
interior of the EXP. The first was that
it was very plain (excluding the dash
area). The interiors of the doors were
the major contributors to this feeling.
They looked cheap, from the plastic
handles to the black “racing stripe” em-
blazoned on the doors.

My second complaint had to do with

the idea of the car being a “2-seater.” 1
presently own a 2-seat car and through
my frustration have concluded that
even a small back seat is better than no
back seat at all.

The 2.2 was the sportier looking of
the two. Chrysler has used detailing that
is really eye-catching. It was reminiscent
of my wilder high school days. I must
admit, though. that while it was a fun
car, I felt a bit too conspicuous.

The interior was upholstered with
fabric, which added a great deal to the
car’s hospitality. There were some seri-
ous flaws, though. The seats were not
very comfortable. and the adjustment
levers were nearly useless.

Interior noise level was about the
same in both cars: fairly loud. The ste-
reo in the 2.2 could drown only part of
this noise.

It’s hard to compare such different-
feeling cars, even two that have a simi-
lar image. One is so obviously designed
for performance; the other for comfort
and general city driving. But overall, |
found the EXP better suited my tastes.
If only it had the power of the 22 .. ..

—Tracey Hurst




by Clifford Ghetti

PHOTOS BY JiIM BROWN

that Plymouth grafted on-
to the back of the 1964
Valiant to create the Bar-
racuda may have resulted
g in a fastback profile
straight out of the early Fifties. But it also
served as a “crystal ball,” foretelling the
future of the family car. The fastback
glass was not the whole Barracuda “win-
dow of the future.” There was also a fold-
down rear seat. Corvair sported this fold-
down feature years earlier, but when you
folded down the ’Cuda’s rear seat and
combined it with the room to the rear (in-
cluding a concealed trunk), you had over
7 feet of “anything” space, as the ads
touted it. Almost like a wagon. It marked
the first time you could have the appear-
ance of a sports car, the 5-passenger seat-
ing space of a family car, and much of the
versatility and practicality of a station
wagon—all in one.

The large glass bubble’

Today, everyone makes cars descended
from those first Barracudas. To see just
how they compare, we decided to match
the “last of the real/ Barracudas” with one
of its new-wave counterparts.

First, a little background. When the
original Barracuda was introduced, ev-
eryone’s attention was immediately fo-
cused on the 14.4-square-foot rear win-
dow, claimed at that time to be the larg-
est piece of glass “ever installed in a pro-
duction automobile.” Base price was
$2,365, just 33 under that of the new
Mustang. Standard equipment varied on
the two cars, but the Barracuda had the
folding rear seat and all that load space.
However, the Mustang’s long-hood,
short-deck styling (which resulted in a
small trunk and minimum rear seat
room) was more desirable to the public
than practicality, and respective sales re-
flected this. Both cars were based on the
mechanical componentry of their com-
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pact-sedan siblings. but the Plymouth al-
so inherited most of its exterior sheet
metal. Unique front styling and the mon-
strous rear window were, all things con-
sidered, well integrated into the Valiant
body panels and reasonably successful in
disguising the car’s heredity.

When the 1967 Barracuda came on the
scene, it had all its own sheet metal for
the first time but still shared its under-
pinnings and drivetrain with the boxier
Valiant. So in spite of the clean. gently
rounded contours that the fastback now
wore with its handsome new roofline, it
was still not a Pony car. With its high
cow] and sedan-derived proportions, the
fastback and the new notchback coupe
and convertible led a pretender’s exis-

“tence in this market. Its /ooks just
couldn’t pull it off. The 273 V-8 in the
’67s and the 340 V-8 in the '68 and ’69
models (not to mention the 383 V-8s)
made the car more than competitive from
a performance standpoint, but most buy-
ers were looking for styling and pizzazz.
not performance and practicality. The
1969 fastback was the last “real” Barracu-
da, and even at that, Plymouth had made
the folding rear seatback a $67.25 option
in an attempt to cut costs.

" The 1970 Barracuda was litlle more
than a warmed-over clone of the other
Pony cars and. while the folding rear seat
resurfaced briefly in a later Duster mod-
el, Plymouth basically abandoned a pack-
aging concept that was to be picked up by
the Vega in 1971 and. eventually. by ev-
ery manufacturer. It wasn’t until the 1979
model year, 10 years after the “last” Bar-
racuda, that a domestically built Mopar
capitalized on the attributes of that origi-
nal package and sweetened the deal with
sportier styling and front-wheel drive.
Chrysler. apparently having learned a les-
son with the Barracuda, did not make the
TC3 a compromise car. Surprisingly. the
cowl height is the same as on the Horizon
4-door. but the windshield is laid back an
additional 6 degrees. tumblehome is in-
creased, wheelbase is shortened. and the
front of the car is extended and more aer-
odynamic. From the outside. the TC3
would have to be considered an improve-
ment over the Barracuda.

Inside, it’s not such a clear-cut victory,
but, on balance. it seems that the newer
car has benefitted from evolution.
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Barracuda

While the Barracuda had a relatively
cavernous load space that was 7 feet long
overall, it was not the most accessible.
The opening through to the trunk was on-
ly 43 inches wide and 14 inches high.
Great for vaulting poles, skis and jumbo
pizza pans. but not so great for bicycles.
platform rockers and other bulky objects.
Some of the latter items could be wres-
tled through the side door and window.
but not everything the volume could con-
tain could be gotten into it. The cargo
area was very much like the “ship-in-the-
bottle” challenge. The car’s main flaw
was the lack of an adequate rear opening.
Not so the TC3. If anything. its hatch
may be too big. For a relatively small car.
Early examples seemed rattle prone in
the vicinity of the hatch. but our test ex-
ample was « very solid and quiet car.

Being 29 inches shorter on the outside,
the TC3 is almost the same amount
shorter on the inside. in the cargo area. In
addition, the rear suspension towers neck

TC3

Barracuda
down the width of the load space. In spite
of this. the smaller car can swallow al-
most three-quarters of what the Barracu-
da could. Alas. there are a few places the
newer car falls short. The lift-over lip is
nearly 3 feet off the ground and a full
foot above the floor. Floor. or lack of it,
is the other problem. The firm. flat. car-
pet-covered plywood platform of the old
car has been succeeded by lightweight
carpet spread over the tire well and at-
tached to the seat back. When folded. the
seat back makes a 4-inch step-up from
the rest of the load floor.

Room for passengers is also scaled’
down from the Barracuda. except for leg
room in the front seat. which is 12
inches greater. The T'C3 1v 4 much more
hospitable car to the front scat occupants
than its ancestor. The seats hold you up
high. in good relation to controls and in-
strumentation, and, combined with virtu-
ally 360 degrees of glass. this means bet-
ter visibility in all directions. The interior
trim quality is considerably better and the
availability of cords and velours, in addi-
tion to the usual vinyls. is a great im-
provement. Instrument clusters on both
cars consist of three round dials visible
through the upper half of the steering
wheel. The TC3 short-changes on tem-
perature and oil pressure gauges, and the
markings on the others. as well as the lo-
cation of the clock. tend to make the clus-
ter face less easily readable than that of
the older car. The controls in both cars
are within comfortable reach. although it
is a stretch to the mulu-function direc-
tional/wiper/high-beam stalk on the
TC3. The temperature controls are more




1981 Horizon TC3

“rR0AD TESI DNIA

GENERAL width 85810 GENERAL Track, F/® 575856
vehicte typo Finl-angine, tontdme.  HOlght 21500 Length L2k
2+ 2 baichback Ground ciearance sm vehicle ype Frost-engine. iecr-dre,  Width e n
Base price 28070 Max. load length w/rear 5 pos, 2000 fosioack  Height 528in
Options on fest cat Tuma posiage, sectly) tolded down g2n Base price $2799 00 Max load length w/teat
Iorneciu coder: Race Curb weight , SmeET Options on fest car fe 5 patkoge sesi7] folded down B4
el n Weight R 1394, 853 ‘0 Aou: GG, bt Curty weight 16w
bottery. elec maor det CAPACITIES {rand). Sae-gno
bty el 13 cois Sharential, b CAPACITIES
@oup, A C. Lndsicoal.  crangcase 35’% reshants, (GK-down 37 Fyt 12 gou
frer Wt gote. AM RN Cooling system 87 als tqal b it Crankcase . 4an
‘ He1ao. Spon wapenucon Trunk 4000, fast Manuol Coaiing system .. . NA
Pdca as tested <8410 U A Eanng. ar windew Trund NA
ENGINE SUSPENSION delogger
e P testod 3609 TG
Type riew fou watercocled. O :::_pe:‘;ir:, ';,’G:‘::‘:o, reo antes SUSPENSION
cost van Bigk, 11 0-in ceamatar)
ahminum resd. § man Do [T I cammti ENGINE Front
b arings i rfent g 5 ok a3t
8010 & wicke 875 x @2 mm (544 x Reer of:fﬁc r;r;-- -$ ? Tree : i vt w‘;r;:. o
3e2in) ) abiduer bor [G E3in Reat
Displacement 224e (135 ¢y in} ameten Bore & shoke
Comprassion ratio 881 . Displacement
Fuel systom 260l cakuiglor STEERING Compression rafio
Recommendad fuel Uniecded Type Rzck ond pinen, Fual system STEERING
Emission control EIBCHGTC toam contial. powel Qs od fuet A
cateiic convertar Tums fack-fo-lock 31 ?"T:'E,’:m,w, i EREIag ol
Vaive gear Gvemend comina, Tuming circle, curt-tocurb i Voie aoor Turns lock-to-lack S8
Pt it [ C 3 Tuming ciicle, curbfo-cutd . Bon
BRAKES Horsepower [SAE net! 275 a1 5.000 mn
Horsepowes (SAE net &4 of 480 pm 5 .. Torque ib. {1 . SAE noly 323 ot 37200 ipm
Torque (I.-11., SAE nef) 111 ot 2800 ;pm Feont . Soid discs, B 98-n Powerlo-weight 1aho vamofa BRAKES
Powerto-weight ratia . 2621 hp . Hoawlat ) Lo i Front 10 79.m ventiated diacs
1 i dims, 7874 ; .
DRIVETRAIN ear ol an " | pRIVETRAIN Rear 1050 cast hon Anems
Tiansmisston L& d manual (088 1 & !
Rl WHEELS AND TIRES fransmission bbb WHEELS AND TIRES
Finet drive 1atio 3051 Whee! :;:: Final dnve rafic LR Wneel size
Wheel Whod ype <
DIMENSIONS T make and size Fendione HRR ) Tire make and size fFaenione ET0XIE
Wheoloase P70 P165 0014 fea Shaak
Track, F/% L1 550 Tite Steelbeiled odial DIMENSIONS Tie lype ficeglas bos-beited
Length iR Recommended pretsure (psi). /R 3535 Wheeibase =0 Recommandad pressuro [pa), F/R 24 24
MPH|} s = MPH +
0-80 1 : - 0-80
070 ’ o070
oeo| 0-40
= i
0-50 | L 0-50
5 v ACCELERATION
e 3 . {October ‘63 M Road Tes!)
oanlt X 2 ™ph. . £ 2.5 sacs
= : - 040 045 moh . &4 sace.
£ o0mph. .. . &3 secs.
Top spaed . MA
0-30{ = 0-30 Slanding quarter mile .. 1272 30529010 moh
o [
SECS. 0 5 10 15 20 25 30 SEC5. 0 5 10 15 20 25 30
FUEL CONSUMPTION . FUEL CONSUMPTION
£PA City 25 mpg £PA City
MY 73-mii¢ lest icop 322 meg 1968 MI Rood Test range . . .
SPEEDOMETER averoge
indicated 0 4 5 ¢
Actual mph ¥ a1 93587

sophisticated on the new car, but their lo-
cation to the left of the steering column
takes getting used to. The vent system is
markedly improved, easier to operate
and, along with other creature-comfort
features and options, makes the car a
much more civilized and attractive envi-
ronment than the Barracuda, at least for
the front-seat passengers. Seat belts are
provided for three in the rear, but it’s not
all that great for anyone over 5 foot 7.
Head room is down 2 inches, and a roof
structural member falls right where your
head should. In most other respects,

though, both cars are quite similar in the
rear compartment.

Now for the difficult part. The late ar-
chitect Mies van der Rohe is noted for
having said, “less is more,” in reference
to design. The same could as aptly de-
scribe the TC3. Less—bulk, weight, room,
power—is more—economical, practical,
usable, hospitable. Is more—expensive.
That last may be an understatement.

The 1969 V-8 Barracuda had a base
sticker price of $2,799. The fire-breath-
ing, tire-squealing 340 S package was an
extra $189.80. Together, they don’t equal

half the base price of the 4-cylinder TC3.
Fully equipped, the older car totaled out
to $3.639.70. With the Turismo package,
plus the other goodies, the TC3 worked
out to $8,410! Times have certainly
changed, and not just at the dragstrip.
While the Barracuda may have been a
good idea for its time, the public wasn’t
ready for it. The TC3, an extension of
that same good idea, with another decade
of refinement, is a much better car than
its predecessor. It is in better step with the
times and has found a public that finally
appreciates a contemporary fastback.
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DODGE CH

In 69 seconds she.can be doing 50 mph.
Did you ever see a 41 25 mpg*car do that before?

HWYEST EPA ESTMPG

The Char?er legend comes alive 2.2 liter overhead cam engine, that
again in the all new Charger 2.2. cranks out 111 foot-pounds of torque

A 'rorquey machine at 2800 RPM, hooked on a 3.13:1

final drive ratio, and “stuffed” it into
The brute force of the 60’s at the  one of the slipperiest missiles ever
expense of fuel economy is gone.

built in America.
But if performance is still your thing, Slices fhrough the air at
Charger 2.2's space age technol-

ogy and sophisticated design make 41 hwy EPA est mpg’:t

gefting there from here every bit as That aerodynamically sleek
exhilarating. Now as it was then. bod{}/ you're looking ot has a drag
We took Chrysler’s gutsy new coefticient lower than Corvette's

—and weighs in at less than 2400
pounds. That's power-to-weight like
the Chargers ot past for very
respectogle get-up-and-go.

Pulls like a rocket:
0to50in 6.9.

0to 50in 6.89 seconds in tests
by National Hot Rod Association.
The thrill is back.

But you give up nothing in mile-
age—it's impressive by any standard.

*Use EPA est mpg lor comparnson Your mileage moy differ depending on speed, tnip length ond weather. Actunl ighway mileage probably lower. Califarnia estimotes lower,




T But the best thing about to standard 14" x 5.5" rallye road
d th;f the compe'n'Llon Charger 2.2 is how all the power wheels and P195/60R14 raised white
oesn't want you to know. gets to the road. While most of its letter steel belted radials.

competition is still in the startin Hang on the S14 Sport Suspen-
ENGINE ate with rear-wheel-drive, Cigor er sion opfic?n and you'll really shopw a
.2 is technologically years ahead.  winding road who's boss.
O A e How much? How about
drive and rack and pinion steering. $6598" for starters.
053 $7,728 A oradictabl Dodge Charger 2.2 is the new
predictabie standard by which all thoroughbred
corner-stormer. driving machines will be judged.
Thrust it ahead and you getthe  You'll have a hard time
tactile feel of the road that lets you ~ beating her on the road. Va¥
know who's in charge. Just aim At $65987* you'll Dodge
Charger 2.2 where you wanttogo.  have an even harder - -
That's where you go. Thanks also time beating her price. -

Buy or lzase of your Dodge Dealar

56,598






