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) Baﬂen. down thé hatches-—there’s a-Mung among
_ “us!"In fact, trith -be known; there are probably -
~ thousands of the strange little cntters prowling about.
- .+ For the Mung Dynasty knows. no’ geographic bound-"
aries. Mungs have been qutted from the North Pole -
. to the ‘Sout_h' Pole, from the-Greenwich -Meridian to
-the longltude 180 line, and heaven only knows how
. . many points between. Prolific as all get out Mungs
.are also multiplying like crazy!
_ " - Butthereal hotbed of Mungism is the US Navy’s -
O M QOmar Electronic Technician: School at Great Lakes Naval i
: _ Himself "*.. Training Center in-Illinois, .

Munger - , ) ’ - The Mungs, headed by clan patrlarch Omar Mung,
oY [ .+ are triangular, . cartoon-like characters who have:
qmck]y become the mascots of the Navy's electronics
technicians. ' A Mung, it is said, is as unpredictable as
a gremlin; as. ubiquitous as- World War Il’s Kilroy.
The ET trainees at Great Lakes have discovered that
Oniar and his kin are friendly and helpful—at times,

. But like a pair of hot leads, they e dangerous when

crossed.

Omur Mung, known as Mmg to .sailors stationed
on the West Coast, turned up’ alive and well at the
Naval Base near Chicago several months ago. At first
the Mung srghtmgs were only occasnonal But it
-wasn’t long before Omar’s brothers ‘and _ sisters,
cousins and uncles, began popping up throughout the
‘A-2 Branch of the electronics scheol. .
- Initially, it was.the electronics branch of the Mung
famdy tree—Multigrid Mung; Electromungnet, and
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Tunable Mung (Inductwe)—who turned up at Great Lakes
. fo make their home ‘with- Omar. Then came their non-
. techmcal relatlves—Batmung, Mlckey Mung, Humpty
: Mung, and all the rest! Now, Mungs can be found every-

where and anywhere, - After the noon linch break, they * -

é appear mysteriously, chalked ofi ‘classroom blackboards.
They regularly crop up between columns in “the’ base
newspaper. -

- Electronics Techmc1an Flrst CIass Tlmothy Gough, an

mstructor at the Navy school, says the most extraordmary

: thmg about Mungs is thelr hab:t of appearing 1n the most,

unexpected places.

“Youwll*find them inside eqmpment cha551s, under gear -

that hasn’t been moved for years . ¢ . everywhere., Remove

. 38 tight-fitting screws on a recéiver’s base plate. Inside,

" in the heavy layer of dust, a Muug has been drawn!” -

At any ‘given time, there are about 2000 sailors attendmg L
: the clectronics' school. Each week,.some .of these tech- -
niicians graduaté and go on to shlps and shore staugns

around the world." And Wwith them go the Mungs.’
" "*The history -of the family, not surprisingly, is obscure.

* Chief Electronics” Technician-‘David Penney, another in- .-
sl:ructor at BT school, believes the pointy-headed characters

evolved from the schematic symbol for. the Zener diode.
He vaguely recalls seeing a forerunper of the Mungs,
"doodled by an unknown sailor, about six years ago when
heé entered the Navy, But according to Penney, Mungism

_tin 1ts "present form réally caught hold in, of all' places,
. Antarctica during the Navys Operat;on Deepfreeze early

in 1968 ‘ ) (Confmued overleaf)
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e- e OMAR MUNG.© . "

- After months of duty at an lselated ﬁeld.
electromcs base, the-Navy men were- ‘getting -

_restless ‘prior ‘to their’ depatture for home.

-In an aftempt to control this restlessness and
" keep the men busy, a certain division officer

'split the sailors into work.crews, issued them
brushes ‘and various colors of paint; and sent .

. them out-to_decorate the rocks clutlermg the
' statmn’s antenna farm.

_crews instructed to- collect all rocks of a.
. Partrcular ‘hue.

. detail retaliated. In doing so they gave Omar-

" The paint details were felIowad up by

Bugged by the senseless
‘chore, .members of the red-rock-gathering

Murig his. rebirth,
One morning, to his surprise,, the divi-

sion officer. spotted Omar’s likeness .painted
on a pole right outside his wmdow He . .
ordered the seamen to paint over the cartoon .
_chardcter; but the next day Omar had again
appeared on the pole. Again and again the’

drawing was, daubed ‘over wrth black paint,

" - only to: “miysteriously reappear the folIowmg

~ morning. ,

-:;“\\n:?ythe best Mung winl -. " _‘ -8 -,

" <Then, Mung began to show up all over the‘,
polar - station—in desk drawers,
- _.pages. of Jnstruction. manuals; even on.'the

between

‘metal ﬁagpo;e that marks®the seuthernmost
spot on the globe. - : 3
_‘According “to Penney, there are two

" Mungs pdinted’ on the ‘steel post: erected at

the South Pole,’a quarter mile from the Navy
station. It seems that a couple ‘of electronics
men, after a.few beers, decidedithat Omar -

.should have a. permanent place on the polar
-contment,

But in March of this year, followmg a

s year in cold storaue, Ornar and hls Mung

* ‘May the Best Mung Win!

The Editors of e/e are locking for the most .
original,“most unusual Mung (they already
have some pretty cool treatlons of their own).
i, All entries must bé accompanied by this -
* coupon, with no more than one Mung per
i entry, The decislon of the Editors will be final;

: “winning entry and 'winreer will. begannounced
“in a forthcoming issue- of e/e. First-. pnze
will.be-a shortwave receiver;’ other prizes .
lo be announced. -All entries become the ;
property -of ele and cannot be. returned f

- Méil your Mung 10 Mung Editor. ELEMEN-
TARY ‘ELECTRONICS, 229 Park Ave South, |
"New York, N.Y. 10003. ‘
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famrly set out for pleasanter cllmes In addr-j

~ tion to their invasion of. Great Lakes, the

triangular tribe ‘has turned up in Vletnam
{(would you believe Mao Tse Mung and- Ho -
Chi Mung?) - And it is rellably reported -
that at least-one Mung: famlly member. has
been, seen-on”each new piece of electronic
gear taken aboard. the” USS Tacoma durmg
her last stay in the shipyards.

All - Mungs, of course, bear a certain
" basic family resemblance; notably their" geo-
metric shape But sophisticated Mung crea-
tors at Great Lakes mslst on spec1ﬁc physrcal
characterlstlcs '

For one thing, they w1I1 not accept a Mung
,who does not have an upward twist’to the
"left corner of his' mouth, - And;- the purists”
contend; Omar. himself must * have his
- pointed hat cocked .raKishly to.the left, its-

- brim line »forrning what the ETs term a **posi-~

the ,world?

- tive slope.” When his brim tilts down on the .
right, watch out! It means:he is in an exceed- -
ingly unfnendly mood However, when
Omar’s hat jsat a° negatwe slope,” he. sup-
posedly- becomes invisible to human eyes.
As g result the ET student(s find it convement

_ to.blame any.misfortune, from a failing: test .

grade to a. burned .out resistor, on an 111-
tempered but unseen Mung. ;
Penney "claims to hHave heard rumbies of

- Thursday ‘prayer meetings, at which: ‘harried

sailors plead for Omar’s help with the weekly -
proﬁcrency tests gwen the following day.,

- The  inventiveness .of the - trainees
doesn’t surprise, Master Chief Electronics
Technician” M.H. Neiss, supervisor -of the

T

schodl’s A-2 Branch who noted that the -,

young' sailors in ‘his outﬁt rank among the
Navy’'s top 20 percent in intelligence,
“They’re sharp! Many of them.go on. to-
become electronics oﬂicers, says_ Neiss. The -
27-year Mavy ' veteran, .dubbed, the Chief
Munger by the school’s . commandant;

" amused.by the growth of Mungism.*

I wish I were a cartoonist,” he says. “'Ihe
+- Mungs should be in 2 comic strip'” .
~But Neiss is. considering signing an Omar..

..and his crew as technical instructors, using

them to lllustrate Navy electromcs teachmg

= manua]s.

: Whether the Mungs would mstruct ‘or

ready, ET/1 ‘Gough cautions his. classes to-
treat Omar right or he'll get you!”"

One thing is clear. In just a few months 5. a

the Mung Dynasty has pretty well taken over .
one major Navy installation, What’s next—
—Don Jensen W

. .

1s”

5 intimidate the ET students isn’t- ‘clear. Al—- ‘

r

. ELemMENTARY BrLEcTroNICS




